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Your school has a very long and proud history and Sr Gerard Long is someone whose family
has had a very close association with that history ever since the Sisters of St Joseph came
here to Lochinvar in 1883 – almost 140 years ago.
Her family name was Kathryn, and she was the second eldest of nine siblings who were all
taught here by our early Sisters.
Her youngest sibling, James, was the father of Sr Ruth, who is sitting here in the front row.
He was well-known for being the first student at this school to win a diocesan bursary,
gaining top marks in the diocese in every subject.
The earliest photo we have of Kathryn Long was taken when the foundation stone was laid for the first brick
convent here. If you were to go out to the front of the College you would find on the building closest to the
chapel, a stone recording the fact that it was laid by Bishop James Murray on 8th January 1893. Kathryn is
the girl in white on the left of the photo. She always walked with a severe limp.

Kathryn was a very gifted artist and poet, and as a young woman had a number of
her poems published.
She entered the Sisters of St Joseph in 1904 at the age of 30, and it was then that
she became known as Sr Mary Gerard. She taught Art and Languages in this
school for many decades and was a much-loved teacher.

Her pupils described her as “the most gentle and kindly lady” with
“infinite patience and marvellous insight” ... “an artist who created
pictures in oils and watercolours but also in words”.
When Sr Gerard began teaching, Catholic Schools did not receive any
government funding or support and Catholic students sat for
diocesan exams, not public examinations.
That changed in 1915 when the school became registered as a
secondary school and its students were allowed to sit for public
exams - like the equivalent of today’s HSC. Sr Gerard was one of a
small number of Sisters who were responsible for that change.

The others included Sr Bertrand who was the Principal
after whom your Bertrand Centre is named, Sr Aquin
after whom your Aquin Wing is named, Sr Bernadette
O’Keefe with Sr Gerard on the right.

The first annual College Magazine was produced in 1922 and
Sr Gerard was responsible for editing and publishing it and
distributing it to ex-students. She continued that role for the
next 31 years. The 1954 edition of the Magazine arrived from
the printer on 4 December. Sr Gerard spent the day
packaging copies for the ex-students. The next morning she
had a heart attack and died. She was 80 years old.
Sr Gerard is perhaps best remembered for the Lochinvar Hymn. In 1933 the school was 50 years old and
to celebrate that occasion, Sr Gerard with her poetry skills wrote the words of the Lochinvar Hymn and
the music was composed by a quite famous musician, Dom Moreno, a Benedictine monk from New
Norcia WA. That is a photo of him playing the organ in our chapel.

Finally I would like to share some thoughts about the Performance Centre itself. It was built in 1911 as
a concert hall that could be divided with folding walls into classrooms. If you look closely at the photo
you will see that it was built with a stage. That was because music and concert performances were very
important aspects of the education given here at Lochinvar. (Years later the second storey was added to
provide more classrooms).

The next slide shows a typical concert programme. You won’t be able to read the details but you can
perhaps see it consisted of two parts: a series of items performed by individual students and groups of
students as well as performances by the College Choir(s) and the College Orchestra. The second part was
always Drama: a play or musical.

The backdrops for these dramas were designed and painted year after year by Sr Gerard. In the slides
that follow you will see what a variety of background scenes she painted.

Some of us remember Sr Gerard very well – especially of course Sr Ruth – and given the great contribution
that Sr Gerard made to the history of this College, we think it is very fitting that your refurbished
Performance Centre be named in her honour.

